MY TAKE ON PALIN

I spent an interesting long weekend over the July 4th, watching Tiger post win number 68 on the PGA Tour and thinking through Sarah Palin’s action of Friday, 3 July 2009.  Even more entertaining was watching the talking heads on the Sunday whiz shows removing any lingering doubt of their non-grasp of the real world with their heads-in-the-cockpit assessment of the demise of the most exciting political personality ever to plant her stilettos inside the Beltway.
The collective political insight of this wizened gaggle of know-nothings can be summed as an ear-splitting sigh of relief that the most frightening threat to the Old Boys Club (read republican and democrat) had succumbed to the kitchen heat by deserting the good folks of Alaska and seeing her mid-term bailout of the governor’s office and her “retirement” from politics as being too much of a blood sport, as a self admittance that she lacked the “experience” required to run for national office.  This is the consensus of our learned pundits.
In their dreams!!!  
Sarah Palin was plucked from relative obscurity by John McCain as a “Hail Mary” VP running-mate and who was designated to energize his flailing campaign against the new messiah to a kool-ade sipping following, and to inject a measure of excitement into a typically lack-luster, recurring republican flame-out.   This American Beauty soccer Mom, who incidentally was a first-term reform governor with an 80% approval rating in the geographically most strategic, and most politically corrupt state in our union before she cleaned house and put it back on track, was injected into the breach of republican ineptitude to pull McCain’s nuts out of the fire in his rapidly deteriorating campaign. Palin instantly captured the hearts and minds of conservative voters nationwide, and she and her idyllic unit-cohesive family almost snatched victory from the jaws of defeat for the bumbling should-have-never-been-a- nominee-in-the-first-place McCain, who’s only redeeming asset was a wife who is infinitely smarter than he is, and one hell of a lot prettier.  For Palin’s gallant efforts, all she received was the concerted effort of the mainstream media to discredit her from upsetting their exclusive mantra to pick the next leader of the free world albeit his total lack of experience as being commensurate with that of a red-dot running a Seven-Eleven.  The fallacy of this media thinking is currently being out borne.
It is from such narrow-minded observations that the Sunday morning crowd has unilaterally concluded that Mrs.Palin has found the arena of national politics to be too rough-and-tumble for her taste.  I do not share this assessment.  What I saw from this homey front-yard setting on the bank of Lake Lucille in Wasilla, Alaska was her beautiful family flanked by her adoring First Guy who seemed to be thinking, “Go forth and take names and kick butt.  I’ve got your back”.
Sarah Palin is not a quitter.  Quite the contrary, Sarah “Paybacks Are Hell” Palin is merely clearing the decks before launching some good ‘ol Yukon style Whup-Ass on some of her tormenters of late before going for the gold in the 2012 presidential quest against the current Pantywaist-in-Chief.  Furthermore, to the utter dismay of the so-called Washington insiders, with the possible exception of Billy Kristol, the absolute last thing she needs is the help of the republican party.  God knows she has enjoyed about as much of their help as she can stand, as mostly evidenced by their less than thorough briefing before tossing her to Kate “beneath-that-cutesy-smile-beats-the-heart-of-a-real-bitch” Couric and Charley “the snake” Gibson.
Consider this. The two-party system in America is stone, cold dead. Apparently the only politically aware people in the country who don’t know that are the Members of Congress, the republican and democrat party leadership, and perhaps the people who live in San Francisco.  Both chambers in the congress are in hopelessly dysfunctional disarray.  These Members on both sides of the aisle cannot even agree to go to lunch.  Their single most compelling priority is the perpetuation of their own re-election. The republican party has reached a pathetic state, even resorting to conducting brainstorming sessions among party insiders and outsiders alike in an attempt to”re-invent” the party and to reach agreement on a message to try to sell the rank and file on a new platform that hopefully will resonate with the republican voters, uniting the party enough to take back the congress.
Christ, here we have a bullet-proof democratic congress and a whack job in the White House that is proceeding at warp speed to spend us into total oblivion and driving the nation into socialism at best and into a bankrupt fascist state at worst.  Furthermore, the passage of Cap and Trade by the senate will further hasten the fiscal demise of America and passage of the catastrophic Health Reform Act will put the final nail in the coffin of America. The accompanying death warrant for Americans over 65 years old by rationing care and selectively withholding treatment is merely overkill, pun intended.  All this while the left is chiding the right as being “The Party of No”.   The republican party cannot even recognize the answer to their dilemma resides in actually being the party of “NO”, in that “NO” is the proper answer to everything this  constitution-busting criminal element is proposing and that the democrat congress is shoving down the throats of the American people.
In addition to the death of the two-party system, another key element has become a part of the reform equation.  The voters have pretty much come to actually denouncing ALL politicians.  They are seen as the root cause of all that is wrong with our country.  This feeling is primarily aimed at politicians at the national level, but even the state legislatures are becoming suspect by the voters.  Even if the republican party can get their act somewhat together enough to mount a drive to take back the House in 2010, they will invariably try to fill the 435 House seats, all up for grabs either with republican incumbents or with “rising star” candidates from within the term-limited state legislatures, i.e. more politicians that the voters have made clear, are all alike, are only out for themselves, and are therefore unfit to serve.
It is always blackest just before it gets pitch black.  However, there is good news, and there is more good news.  The good news is that our troops are coming home.  The more good news is boy, are they going to be pissed when they see what we have done with their country while they have been getting their butts shot off amid the camel turds in the dung heaps of the Middle East where the men wear dresses and the women wear sacks over their heads, and their fervent hopes are to kill the infidels, and we are the infidels. Frankly, I don’t know where we found these gallant young warriors, but as a veteran, I am proud to at least stand in their shadows.  They come home in honor, and as they have WON it, it seems to me they should RUN it. There will be more on this concept further down.
Having set the stage as I see it, here is what I hope and pray is the intention of Sarah Palin.
She hit this country with a style and grace heretofore never experienced in the genre where politics is defined as showtime for ugly people, where straight talk is a foreign language, where common sense died with Tommy Paine, where new ideas start with, “Hey, hold my drink and watch this”, and where the dirty little secret is, “power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely”.
She is the breath of fresh air that talks the talk and walks the walk, and when she says she hunts moose, she might also mention that she also skins and dresses them out.  She can turn a quip and her timing is on a par with Jay Leno and other rapier wits.  She energized the republican party and scared the living hell out of the democrats, and more important, she terrified the media.  Unfortunately, her own party set her up, the media tried to trash her, and her own running mate caved, just as he did almost forty years ago in Hanoi. After the election, McCain was asked if he would support her for a presidential run in 2012, should she choose to go for it.  His less than stellar answer that bespeaks his lack of character was that he would have to first see who the other candidates were.  Meanwhile, back at her job in the governor’s office, the left-wingers consistently peppered her with bullshit ethics charges; she with more ethics in her little finger than all the 535 Members of Congress combined. 
A few weeks ago, the governor posed the question of her, as yet unannounced plans for the future and then polled her most ardent supporters, her rock-solid family, including her boots-on-the-ground, enlisted infantryman son serving in Iraq. She said she received  four yeses and one hell yes, obviously from Todd, on, among other things whether or not she should step down as governor to seek a mid-career course change that might possibly include a run for the president in 2012. 

Her rationale might go something like this. Remaining in the governor’s chair for the next eighteen months is merely burning daylight.  She sought and won the seat in 2006 with a mandate to clean up the rampant corruption in Alaska, and to put the state of an even keel.  She did that, and she came out of that skirmish with an 80% approval rating from the people. Nowhere in her wildest imagination could she ever have predicted at that time that she would be asked to run for the Vice-Presidency of the United States.  She did that, and with just a little help from her running mate, her handlers, and her party, she would have pulled that off, as well.  The salient assumptions of the Sunday “heads” was that she was a quitter, and that she should stay and “finish the job” of being governor. Nonsense!

Sarah Palin is a Brand.  She has Star Power. Not the rock- star-narcissistic-arrogant-let’s wing-it-bullshit aura that appeals only to idlers, welfare junkies, dreamers, ne’er-do-wells, know-nothings, those who drink kool-aid, and people who live in San Francisco,  but genuine star quality.  She can do more for the State of Alaska and for the Alaskan people from a year and a half in the lower forty-eight on the pre-campaign circuit of speech tours, book signings, talk shows, and fundraising appearances than she could possibly do from the confines of the governor’s desk.  Furthermore, she can give her lieutenant governor, Sean Parnell, an eighteen month running start on his re-election quest, running as the incumbent rather than for an open seat in 2010.

Other comments from the talking heads last weekend struck me as to just how shallow the political pundits of our country have become.  Several made comments about how Palin was foolish not to hang around for the next eighteen months just to draw her governor’s salary while performing her pre-campaign planning and “testing of the presidential waters”.  After all, that is exactly what Obama, McCain, Hillary, Biden, Edwards, Dodd, Kucinich, Richardson, Brownback, and Paul did.  What’s more, such thievery against the American people has become the norm, and these aforementioned pols represent only some of the recent presidential primary candidates.  What about the 435 House races, and 33 or so senate races that roll around every two years?  Frankly, I seriously doubt if such dishonesty ever even crossed Palin’s mind. It is simply not her style to cash a paycheck for which she did little or no work.

Another interesting speculation came from the Sunday know-nothings such as that Palin would do well to serve a term or two in the U.S. Senate to “gain experience” for a presidential bid, if that was to be her intention. First of all, who in their right mind would want to become a Member of the U.S. Senate, the exclusive ‘Old Boys Club with single-digit approval ratings and the general esteem generally (wrongly so) associated with used car salesmen, time-share salespeople, and the guy that plays the piano in a whorehouse?  Somehow, Chris Dodd and Barney Frank also spring to mind.  I am also at some loss to imagine what “experience” can be gained from sitting around voting on minutia, going on junkets, and when they do get an important bill on which to vote, as in TARP worth $787B and the 1300 page Cap and Trade, worth $1.0Trillion plus, none of the 435 Members of the House read one word of it before passing it on a close bi-partisan vote  This is the largest bill ever passed in the history of this country, and it is trash legislation, and they don’t even freakin’ read it?  My God!!!  Sarah Palin has amassed more real-world experience in her two and a half years as the Governor of Alaska and as the Mayor of Wassila than most of those serving with extreme dishonor in congress, and infinitely more experience than the First Community Organizer received working for ACORN in Chicago.  It is also interesting to note that serving in congress is certainly no prerequisite for gaining the White House.  Only three men in the 233 year history of this great country have made it directly from the congress to the presidency. John Kennedy was the last one, elected almost fifty years ago.  The other two were Warren Harding and James Garfield.  Obama became the fourth.  That is not exactly a ringing endorsement for the necessity of congressional experience over that, say of the hands-on executive experience of governors.  There have been about fifteen or so sitting governors picked for the job.
Much has been made of Palin’s $500,000 legal debt incurred in the defense of nuisance (and dismissed) ethics charges filed against her by politically motivated miscreants since the election.  The $125,000 salary stipend afforded the Governor of Alaska doesn’t go very far in retiring such debt.  However, freeing herself from the fulltime duties of governor create ample time to take advantage of the $4.0M advance on a book deal that she has can easily morph into a $20.0M payday that will not only serve as a pre-campaign visual-aid, but it will launch the acquisition of the serious wealth that is handy in mounting an obligation-free (read “no baggage”) campaign cushion.  Furthermore, she gives forty or so “free” speeches a year as the governor whereas she can easily command $100,000 a pop on the already lucrative and organized speaker’s bureau circuit.  Do the math. Incidentally, Palin might well be the most prolific speaker to come down the pike in the history of politics, and she does it sans teleprompter.  She also will have no problem landing a talk-show gig or at the least a guest contributor to one of the major news channels; Fox News comes to mind.  This can generate not only more income, but will get the media off her case because, in essence she will become media, with one subtle difference from the “mainstream” media; she will be credible.
My guess is that Governor Palin and her family and close advisors have already considered all of these things and that is why the decision to step down from the governorship was such a no-brainer to all except the pols, the political analysts, the Sunday no-nothings, and the people that live in San Francisco.  At this point, having invested a couple thousand words in laying out my reasoning as to why Mrs. Palin did the right thing in resigning last week, I hope that I can entice the reader, who has invested a goodly amount of time in reading it this far will hang with me for a couple more pages while I offer forth a few thoughts on where she might go from here.
What Is Next?

Governor, stay away from the democratic party.  They are not your friend.  Trying to reach across the aisle to them did in your mentor.  They are evil and they do not have the welfare of the American people as a priority. They are fast becoming a criminal enterprise.  You scare the hell out of them and they do not like you for it.  That’s the bad news.  The good news is that when you become president, they will like you again because hopefully most of them will be recent arrivals in D.C.  Everyone will like you, except maybe the people who live in San Francisco.

Be not quick to embrace the republican party either. The republican voters are good people, but the party leadership is flawed. They lack the guts to say NO and mean it.  They are afraid to stand up to what they know is right.  You might not even wish to run as the republican candidate. Make them court you. Cut the new republican members of congress some slack because there will also be a lot of new ones there as well.
The republican party is fast losing members, but so is the democratic party.  The Independents are rapidly gaining members, but for no other reason except that they are confused because no one is offering leadership. By the time you commit, they will have found their way.
Stay away from the abortion issue. You have demonstrated loud and clear your beliefs on this issue. Pro Life is about life.  Pro Choice is about choice.  It’s apples and oranges. It is a personal issue, and should not be treated as a political issue.  When you get to be president, consider conducting a national referendum on abortion ……….and then restrict the voting to women only. That’ll knock their hats in the creek.
Seriously consider a third party affiliation. There are several out here, but they are all agenda driven.  The two-party system is already dead.  Too much polluted water has passed under the bridge.  It is exactly like a divorce for irreconcilable differences. It is toxic. Things have been said that cannot be un-said. Let it go. The third party should bring people together, not pull them apart.  Perhaps it should be called The Freedom Party.  By the time you announce your candidacy, there will be a boatload of oppressed voters out there. Few will be able to lead them out. You can
Stay tight with the military and the troops returning victoriously from a terrible war against an enemy unique to anything we have ever seen.  The battle will be over, but the war is only getting started.  The military and the veterans are not only the only ones who can identify the enemy, but they also know how to deal with them.  No one else has a clue.  Oh, and the Global War on Terror is not an “overseas contingency operation”.  It is the Muslim war.
There will be other organizations working to purge the entire congress, and even different ones to recruit these returning veterans to re-staff the congress.  Support this effort.  Better yet, lead this effort.  Grab General Pretaeus as a running mate.

Get close to Newt Gingrich.  Have him mentor you if he will.  He is the most brilliant man in politics.  Also cultivate Mitt Romney. He should have been the republican candidate in 2008, but then we wouldn’t know who you are, would we?  I really don’t think we need a guy named “Bobby”, and all the other hopefuls seem to be developing foot trouble by GSW.

Last, but most important, be prepared for anything.  We might even have had our last free election.  This country may not even exist in 2012.

Jim Jacobs
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